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Critical Notes 283 

should not have been gunified in the ordinary way also. In fact, the sign 
D U has both sessig and gunu forms, as well as the sign TIG (kiSadu). See 
Christian, WZKM, 1911, 143 ff., and PSBA, 1913, 278. On the other hand, 
sign (B) is explained in Syl. C, 308, as a doubled DU, and this is of course 
its origin, when it has the value la^ and the meanings "go, walk, bring, stand." 
If our identification be correct, we must suppose that sign (A) became con- 
fused with (B) and finally identified with it. Hence (B) really represents 
two signs, (1) aragvb-minnabi or doubled DU, and (2) UD-gunu, value 
sub, with the meaning "shepherd," and Hfc, "bright radiant."^ UD-gunu 
means "great light, very bright," and this is of course the original meaning 
of (A). 

II. epe§u, "to attach, inclose, bind" 

Delitzsch, Handworterbuch, 116-19, distinguished three roots: (1) 
epelu, "to obtain control over," (2) epe§u, "do, make," (3) epe§u, "to 
bewitch." Roots (1) and (3) probably represent the well-known Semitic 
root TDDH, haba§a, "hem in, bind, encircle, clothe." The idea of binding 
is common to all expressions for bewitching. The piel uppi§, upi§, "he 
secured control of by purchase,"^ so frequent in Johns' Deeds and Docu- 
ments, is also connected with the idea of binding, securing by legal process. 
This explains at last the passage in Gilgamesh Epic, I, 36, uppu§ pirlti 
kima sinni§ti, "he was clothed with hair of the head even as a woman." 

III. kusarikku, "goat-fish" 

This mythological creature, so often represented on engraved memorial 
deeds (kudurru) as a creature with head, shoulders, and forefeet of a he- 
goat and with the body of a fish, is long since known to be the symbol of Ea, 
god of the sea. Zimmern in Frank, Bilder, 11, n. 1, has shown that the 
Babylonians designated this symbol by the loan-word suburmaSu, or 
"sM&wr-fish-l-goat," or "goat-fish." The passage on which this identi- 
fication is based, Scheil, Textes Slamites-SSmitiques, II, p. 90, IV, 5, has 
su-hur-ma-§u. The original Sumerian is naturally su^ur-mds (see 
Meissner,iSA7, 6521, where read §u-[bur-ma-§u]),' the name so frequently 
employed for the sign of the zodiac Capricorn.* Rarely is the sign followed 
by the determinative for "fish" i§a).^ But we have also ''"ku-sa-rik-ku 

■ Sign (B) has the value «&(> = banO , "be bright"; see Delitzsch, Sumeriachea Oloaaar, 
p. 269, under iub 4. Naturally, il our thesis be the true one, if&i) = b a n <1 belonged 
originally to (A). The idea iHb, "bright," is connected with UD-gun-d and this I take 
to be the original meaning of (A), sub, "shepherd," is attached to this sign as a mere 
phonetic expedient. 

2 For the idea of "control" attached to this root cf. Job 34:17. 

' See Sumerian Grammar, p. 61. 

' See Kugler, Stemkunde, 37 t. 

6 Cf. CT, 33, 3, 34; Harper, Letters, 1113, R, 7; 1134, 2. Klauber, AJSL, XXVIII, 
124, failed to interpret the signs suhurmaSu, Capricorn. 



